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A Day in the Life of the Pre-school Room (3-5’s)
Firstly, your child will be greeted by somebody at the door who will be there to find all about how they have been, whether they’ve slept ok, and any other relevant information. After this they will be settled into the room, where a staff member will help them to initiate some play with our lovely resources, or just simply have a cuddle if that is what your child needs. Your child can then say goodbye to you in the comfort of a key person.
Until approximately 8.15 children will stay together at the house playing and exploring with the children and practitioners. After this time, the pre-school transition down the pre-school building. Here they are encouraged to wash their hands and help set up the tables for breakfast. At 8.30 the children sit down for breakfast where they serve their own cereal or butter their toast; they are encouraged to pour their own drinks and have a choice of milk or water. Breakfast finishes at 8.55am

After we have all sat down and enjoyed some breakfast together the children will gather on the carpet area for a little free play with activities of their choice.

At around 9.30 the children start singing the tidy up song and will help to tidy away any activities or toys that they have been playing with, the children are very good at this and like making sure that all their friends are helping. Once everything is tidied away the children all come and sit on the carpet for registration; we sing good morning to all our friends and then sing songs for the days of the weeks, months of the year and the weather song. We enjoy using Makaton with our singing, it enables the children who are a little shy, who don’t know the words or children who have English as an additional language to join in, some children already know this from the younger groups but for those children joining at 3 they pick it up very quickly. After registration, the children all go to the bathroom to wash their hands ready for snack.

Snack time is at 10.00 and consists of a variety of fruit, using child safety knives the children are encouraged and supported in cutting up their own fruit. We use this and many other opportunities to talk to the children about safety and hygiene, the children are also encouraged and supported in learning about maths; how many children are there, cutting in halves and quarters etc. children have a choice of milk or water at snack time and pour their own drinks.
After snack time, the children are encouraged to empty their bowls and put them in the kitchen. The children will then sit on the carpet with a book before getting ready to go into the garden, all children are encouraged to put on their own shoes and coats. The children will then go into the garden for a run around and free play, additionally activities are set out for children to explore, these are supported by practitioners. We provide wet weather outfits so that the children are able to get fresh air and play out side every day, during the winter months this maybe for a shorter space of time during this time the children will be given ample opportunities to investigate and explore indoors.
At around 11.00 the children are encouraged to help tidy the garden ready to go indoors for a group activity, during this time the children will be divided into two groups, these groups are based on the children’s learning and development. Adult led activities take place both upstairs and downstairs to facilitate the best learning outcome, we ensure the groups are both age and ability appropriate.
At 11.45 we begin tidying up ready for lunch, the children, sing the tidy up song while the leading practitioner supports them in putting things away properly. Once tided up and back together the children sit down for stories and singing before the children wash their hands ready for lunch.
Dinner time is at approximately 12.00pm. The children will enjoy a hot cooked dinner made on site by our cook Angela. They usually serve their own dinners and are encouraged to try all the food that is on offer. A copy of our menu is available on request. 

After dinner the children will go outside for a run around and free play, during this time the children like to play on the bikes and are encouraged to take turns with their peers. The children also use this opportunity to explore different areas in the garden such as the mud kitchen and sandpit. 
At 1.45 the children tidy up the garden ready to go inside for afternoon registration and to sing the good afternoon song, this give opportunity for the afternoon children to join in with registration before washing their hands before afternoon snack.
At 2pm the children will have their snack. Snack consists of a sugar free homemade biscuit and milk or water. After which the children are supported in free play. Free play is a great opportunity for us to observe and learn about their growing interests. Tables will be set out for the children to free flow between and they are involved in the choices. This maybe painting, playdough, beads or mark making.
At 3.30pm the children have tea-time where they have a light tea ranging from sandwiches, crumpets, pitta bread, toast, carrots, cucumber, dips, sausages, ham, cheese, beans on toast and much more. Please see our menu for detailed information. 

After tea, a lot of our children are starting to go home, the group is becoming smaller and the children are able to explore some child initiated play. They have the option of returning outside, playing with any of the imaginative toys and areas or setting out new activities.
Upon collection of your child you will receive a full handover about how they have, eaten and an insight into the experiences they have had that day. We will endeavour to hand back any items of clothing/belongings that they had with them that day, or if not, you will find them in their bag. Please use this time to ask any questions about the day, or indeed to tell us anything that is relevant to our future provision. We also generally like to use this time to find out a bit more about you and make a good connection between parent and nursery to enhance our parent-setting relationships. 

There is a compliments and complaints file on the front reception, along with our folder of policies and procedures. We really do recommend that you have a browse through these to better understand our provision and for the opportunity to voice any feedback that you may offer. 
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Preschool Practitioner

Lucy Jones  NVQ Level 3
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Lucy is the room leader of 3-5’s group, so should you need to speak to the supervisory member of staff that day, she will be happy to help. If Lucy is not in that day or unable to deal with your request Myself Natalie (manager), and Joanne the owner will also be available should you wish to discuss anything.
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