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A Day in the Life of the Toddler Room (2-3’s)

Firstly, your child will be greeted by somebody at the door who will be there to find all about how they have been, whether they’ve slept ok, and any other relevant information. After this they will be settled into the craft room, where a staff member will help them to initiate some play with our lovely resources, or just simply have a cuddle if that is what your child needs. Your child can then say goodbye to you in the comfort of a key person. They can then explore and play for a little bit until it is time for breakfast time at 8.30am. 
Your child and the other children (some from 2-3's and some from 0-2’s) will sing our tidy up song and tidy up in the craft room which is where we have our meals (and our messy play!). For breakfast, we offer a range of cereals or toast and water or milk to drink. Breakfast finishes at 8.55am, we do not serve breakfast for children who come in at 9AM

After we have all sat down and enjoyed some breakfast together, and often a singalong and some talking, then the children will head outside to the garden. There are wet weather suits available for the children to wear so the children can enjoy the garden even on rainy days. The children love the chance to put on their wellies and splash in some puddles and feel the rain on their skin. For days like this, we are always very thankful for a spare set of clothes in the children's bags in case anything gets a little wet from any activities or meal times through the day. To promote and support the children’s physical development we have a range of climbing and ride along toys. The children love the outside area and love to use this time to run around and ride the bikes. Whilst we recognise the importance in extending and developing children’s interests, we also understand the importance of allowing children to have the freedom to explore and play without frequent adult interaction. In the garden the children have plenty of opportunities to play with their friends, get messy in the mud kitchen and much more. Sometimes, the children might go on a little adventure in the local area during this time, e.g. the local park, shops, or duck pond. There’s lots to do in our area and we love getting out as much as we can so the children can make lovely memories and have lots to tell you when you get home. 

After playing outside we will complete registration after registration, children will all gather together for registration, this consists of singing and signing (Makaton); an individual song for each child, we will then sing songs for the days of the week and the weather. This experience really helps their feeling of inclusion and belonging within their group and helps them to learn their friend’s names and build friendships. The children are then supported in washing their hands ready for snack, which will take place in the craft room again. We encourage children to become independent and understand the importance of health and self-care; explaining to the children that we are washing our hands before snack time. We often cut the fruit up in front of the children, talking about the different colours, shapes, sizes and number of pieces of fruit, we try to make each part of the day as educationally fulfilling as possible.

Snack time is typically at 10.00 and the 2-3’s will usually have snack with the rest of the 2-3’s children however, on some occasions they will join with the 0-2’s. This is a lovely time for practicing skills; conversing and babbling, social play, cutting skills with fruit, and their growing ability to sit to a table in a social situation. 
The children will have a range of fruit, and will be offered milk or water for a drink.

After snack time, the 2-3’s group will normally begin an activity that is laid out in the craft room. This could be anything from; gloop play, flour and rice/messy play, sand play, water play, role-play, painting (ourselves; and the paper!), and many other sorts of activity. Activities are set and designed around children’s individual and group interests. You are always welcome to ask your child’s key person what the learning goals are for your child at any time through the month, alternatively, check your child’s Tapestry ‘Next Steps’ for that month. 

The 2-3 group will head upstairs to their play rooms; here they are able to enjoy some free play, supported by adults who will offer a language rich environment and plenty of opportunities to develop their play while helping them to sustain and extend their interests. There are a range of toys and resources on this floor to extend the children’s interest and offer them the best opportunities to facilitate their learning. After playtime, the children and practitioners will sing the tidy up song and begin to put away the toys, children are always encouraged to help in this process and supported in finding the right place for the right toy. Once the rooms are tidy the children will the head down stairs to wash their hands and prepare for dinner. The children are given a hot meal each lunch time with a cup of water. 

After dinnertime comes sleep time for some of the 2-3's, so the group migrates upstairs where they enjoy some quiet story time or role play. In the sleep room, members of staff support the children to fall asleep on sleep mats using comforters (if appropriate) and soothing tones/white noise as they fall asleep. All children are monitored through an audio monitor and checked on every 10 minutes.

When they wake up, they settle in the main room for a little while to get their bearings, and then normally stay there playing and exploring with the support of their key adult for a little bit more until they may do another activity or go outside again. Typically, the 2-3’s may mix with some of the 3-5’s for some afternoon play in the garden. 

At 3.30pm the children have tea-time where they have a light tea ranging from sandwiches, crumpets, pitta bread, toast, carrots, cucumber, dips, sausages, ham, cheese, beans on toast and much more. Please see our menu for detailed information. 
 
Upon collection of your child you will receive a full handover about how they have slept, eaten, and an insight into the experiences they have had that day. We will endeavour to hand back any items of clothing/belongings that they had with them that day, or if not you will find them in their bag. Please use this time to ask any questions about the day, or indeed to tell us anything that is relevant to our future provision. We also generally like to use this time to find out a bit more about you and make a good connection between parent and nursery to enhance our parent-setting relationships. 

There is a compliments and complaints file on the front reception, along with our folder of policies and procedures. We really do recommend that you have a browse through these to better understand our provision and for the opportunity to voice any feedback that you may offer. 

Kelly is the room leader of 2-3’s group, she is the person in charge of the floor that day so should you need to speak her, she will be happy to help. If Kelly is not in that day or unable to deal with your request Georgia (0-2’s) or Natalie (manager), and Lucy Jones will also be the 3 people available should you wish to discuss anything.

Kelly- Room Leader    Tash- practitioner        Lucy – Deputy Manager     Nat – Nursery Manager
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