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6. Key Persons Policy

In accordance with the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage all children are assigned a key person.

What is a key person?

· Qualified member of staff with proven knowledge and understanding of child development, learning and care.
· Someone to help the child become familiar with the surroundings, building a bond of care and sensitivity.

· Someone who meets the individual developmental needs of the child; taking responsibility for the observations, assessments and action plans of each of their key children.

Why is the key persons approach important?

· By adopting the key persons approach that emphasises the fundamental importance of caring and secure relationships, key persons are able to help children to feel good about themselves and grow in confidence.  When children feel like this, they are more likely to be able to engage in more complex and creative play.  
· Children become more responsive to new and positive experiences, take risks in their learning through exploration, investigation and working with pleasure alongside their key person and supporting team staff members.
What is our paired and shared approach?

· We feel children benefit from staff that collaborate, and share in providing for children. We therefore employ a ‘buddy’ system. Specifically, this is advantageous should one key person be absent or off sick so that the child still feels comfortable within the setting. We ensure all staff members are able to write observations, conduct activities and liaise with parents for each and every child. This paired and shared approach means that there is a more comprehensive, effective provision in place for the children than one key person alone that cares for each child. 

· Ultimately, the responsibility for completing journals, and important discussions or handovers with parents lies with the key person.
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